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PREFACE
While families in prosperous countries debate
whether or not they can afford a second car or a colored
television set, the Chinese refugee wonders if he can

afford a second daily meal. This fact concerns us and

should concern every thinking Christian in our affluent

sqclety.
One cannot imagine a place where the tug of war

existing between Communism and Christianity for the hearts
- and minds of people is more acute than in Hong Kong. In

comparison with her size, Hong Kong is probably tackliﬁg
the blggest refugee rellef and rehablli tation problem of
any place on earth. The problem touches every facet of
adﬁinistration. It has meant thg provision of more houses,
more schools, more hospitals; more clinlecs, more marke ts,
more playing flelds, more poads, more public transport,
more water, more sewers, more sanitary services, more food

1
production, more factories, and more jobs.

This thesis wlll seek to examiné the role of
Church related reliéf and rehabilitation assistance in Hong
Kong. Speclal reference will be given to self help handi-
craft projects. The wrliter 1is an ordained Meﬁhodist

minister and for several years has had a speck¥al 1lnterest in‘

mission handlcrafts. In addition, I have made a study of

lUnited Nations World R?fugee Year Secretariat, The
Chinese Refugees in Hong Kong (Geneva:United Nations,
INF/30), Do E.
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Church related handicraft projects in Jordan, Hong Kong,
Indla, Nepal, Haiti, and Gua temala. The material for this
thesls is partly based on a personal survey of Church
related handicraft progranms in Hong Kong made during the
month of July, 1963. Addltional material was secured at
the Mlsslonary Research Library of the Union Theological
Seminafy, New York, New York., Other information was secured
at the Inﬁer-Church Center, Riverside Drive, New York. The
author wishes'to ébknowledge Dr. Mary E. Bradshaw of the
graduate Schhol of International Service, American University,
Washington, D.C. and Dr. James H. Pyke of Weslej Theological
Seminary, Washington, D.C. for tﬁeir helpfuliggggestions
made during the preparation of this thesis.

An analytical approach will be used ‘'and speclal
attention will be given to point out the international

significance of this subject.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUC TION

Before turning to an examination of Church related
relief and rehabilitation in Hong Kong, 1t may be helpful.
to4note.the emergence and development of Church related
relief in general. The Christlan tradition of providing
a helping hand for self heip, begun by Christ, has been
carried on over the years by providing food, clofhing,

shelter and other types of ald to those 1n great need.

A study of the first century Christians shows that
they responded to urgent relief needs. For lnstance, in

response to urgent famine conditions in Judea, the disciples
sent rellef to those in need.2 In their highest and best

moments Christlans have served as guardlans of human

welfare.

The history of Christianity 1s filled wlth pages of
1llustrations deséribing how men have ministered to the |
physiéél needs of chers. John Wesley 1s a good example.
He was born in 1703 and later became a priéét }n the Church
of England. In many ways he provided a helping hand for
self help. He tried to put his falth into practice., He
pleaded for prison reforﬁ; for the abollition of slavery and

for the right use of'Fealth. He attempted local schemes to

2The Holy Bible (New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons,
Revised ndard Verslon, 1952), Acts: 1ll: 27-30. .



relieve unemployment by throwling open hls church premises
and providing yarn so that poor women might weave and earn
an honest livelihood. He subsidized small tradesmen hard
hit by unfortunate circumstances. He established schools
) and orphanages, and opened dispensarlies for the poqr.3

Since the beginning of the missionary movement there
has been a conscilousness of the special needs of the people
ﬁo whom the churches have ministered. Missionﬁries have
ministered not only to splrltual needs, but also to the
poverty, disease, and the suffering which have been at times
an ineécapable part of thelir environment. Some of the most
inspiring stories in the history of missionary éndeavor
have had-their origin in deep compassion for those 1n need.

In Southern Indla in 1876, the monsoon ﬁeriod passed
without raln. * The heat was intense. Tﬁe sun rose hot and
the sky was cloudless day after day. Panle struck the
people, flelds became parched, cattle died, grain merchants
began to hoard, and prices advanced rapldly. Cholera, small-
pox, and other'endemic diseases began takling heavy toll on
the impoverished people. Funds were sent from America, and
missionaries turned thelr resources and councel to the relief
of the afflicted. The Reverend John E. Clough, an Amefican
Baptlist, brought life to a dying people by the use of his

engineering knowledge. He took a contract to bulld a three

3Le_slie F. Church, The Knight of the Burning Heart
(London: Camelot Press, Ldt., no date), p. 15.



mile section of the Buekingham canal, giving work to all

without regard to caste, education, or religion. The

British engineer in charge of the canal project was later

to say: "of the thirty-five miles built under my direction,

your portion is the best." b In many cases, the mission-
aries of churches have been the ploneers in providing

téchnical assistance to people in the underdeveloped areas
of the world.

Dr. Galther P. Warfleld, General Secre tary of the
Methodist Committee for Overseas Reliof,lobserves that the
churches for years have been doing what thé Peace Corps 1s_
now doiﬁg. British Baptist in East Pakistan are represented
by Dave Stockley and his wife on a seventeen acre famm,
showing the peopie of'an underdeveloped area hoﬁ to ralse
.more and better crops. Methodists in India have a large
extension program at the Ingraham Training Institute of
Ghaziabad. Df. Sam Higginbottom, a Presbyterian mission-
ary, laid the foundation for the now famous Allahaﬁad
Agricultural Institute in India, fifty-two years ago. He-
planned a threefold program of teaching, research, and
extension. On three contlnents, church workers are
carrying on hundreds of projects to ovefcome the food gap.

Another form of Church related relief-assistance

has been the development of self help handicraft programs

hDana M. Albaugh, Who Shall Separate Us ? (Judson Press,
New Y ork, 1963), p. 43.

5@aither P. Warfield, "The Church Is Already Leading
The Way," Together, January 1963, p. 26.
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on the mission field. In many areas where Christian missions
have been established, the indigenous people possess |
handlcraft skills, or may be taught handicraft techniques. '
- Realizing the value of these handicraft skills, many mission
groups In recent years have been developing cottage 1hdustry
type programs in an effort to help ralse the living standards
of needy peoples For example, in Indla there are over forty
mission Qirected projects where handicraft products are
produced to help provide % livelihood for the desperately
poor of India's villages. |

In these and.many other ways Church reiated relief

and rehabllitation programs have emerged and developed

around the world. Over the years, instead of a piecemeal
approach to relief and rehabllitation, churches have
organized thelr welfare endeavors. For instance, Protestant

Churches cooperaté‘together in Church World Service, a
world wide relief and rehabillitation organization. The

| Roman Catholic Church has channelled its overseas welfare

work Ehrough Cathg}ip World Service. In addition, various

denominations have promoted their own ?elief aild programs,

such as done by the Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief,
Lutheran Wprld'Service, and the Maryknoll Sisters of the |

Roman Catholic Church. Refugee relief programs carried on
by these and other Church related agencies in Hong Kong will

be considered iIn the succeeding sections of this thesis.

: 6Brethren Service Commission, Self Help Gift Parcels
(New w1ndsor, Maryland: no date), p.l.



CHAPTER II

 HONG KONG

I. CHINESE IN DISPERSION

Since the Communist tdok over the Chlnese mainland
in 1949, the Chinese people, who could no 1ongef endure
Communist oppression and slavery, have begun to escape from
behind the Bamboo Curtain for freedom and survival éither

individually or in groups. In 1960 it was estimated that
twenty-three million Chinese people live outside mainland

China, thus outside"of Communist control. These are the

Chinese 1n dlspersion. Where are these twenty-three or

more million outside of China ? It is estimated that ten
million are living ih the Republic of China on Taiwan; three
million or more live in Hong Kong; and ten milllion over the
past years havé'migrated to Soufh East Asia, where they live
in Burma, Malaya, Borneo, Sarawak, the Philippines, Sumatra
and other countries. Part of thé frustration of these |
people comes from their indecislon concerning whether 1t is

7

to thelr advantage to break up as a race or remaln unlted.

IT. A HAVEN FOR REFUGEES

Since Hong Kong and Macau border on the mainland,

they have the largest number of Chinese refugees per total

"Phe Board of Missions of the Methodist Church, The
Chinese In Dispersion (New York: The Methodist Publishing House,

1960), p. 1.

L]



6
population per square mile, Hong Kong 1is indeed a haven fér
refugees. The proportion of the homeless and uprooted
refugees in Hong Koﬁg 1s exceeded by no country in the world.
There are more refugees in Soufh Korea, but there 1is also
more land. There are the Arab refugees, but, found scattered
over a wide area. For each Hong Kong resident in 1945 there
are now five residents and the Colony with its three hundred
and ninty-eight square miles, of which only sixty-fivo are
feadily usable, is faced with supporting-a population equal
to that of Norway. Hong Kong's attempt to deal with 1ts
population problem is a thrilling story.

| Hong Kong 1s a tiny dot on the map off the China

mainland. However, it is a colony of an estimated 3,500,000
people jammed into an area where in 1946 only 600,000 people
lived. With births over deaths 90,000 gannually and twice
that many entéring Hong Xong illegally, living conditions

do not improve even though there has been an economic boom
resulting from Hong Kong's recent industrial revolutiop.

'The economic miracle of changing the old Hong Kong of a middle
'man trading post into an important industrial cehter has
saved the clty economicaily; at the same time Hong Kong
Church World Service and other agencies have provided
strategic rellef and rehabilitation programs assisting the
nearly 2,000,000 Chinese refugees for whom Hong Kong 1s the

8 .

L. Stumpf, Report of the Hong Kong Office of the
Lutheran World Federation Department of World Service for the
HelsInkI Assembly, 1963 (Hong Rong: Lutheran World Service,
JU.I'y 1;62)’ Pe Eo_ '




end of the line.9

| Hong Kong was over crowded before Pearl Harbor, but
‘had shrunk to six hundred thouéand by the end of the war,
Betweep 19&9 aﬁd 1951 the population increased rapidly.
Later, thinking that the movement in and out of China could
be equalized, the Hong Kong government 1lifted its re-
strictions by agreement with Peking. Within four months
limitations had to be enforced again, for eighty thousané
more Chinese came out to stay in Hong Kong than had
returned to the mainland. The movement still continues,
both by entry permlt and 1llegally. Over a third of the
popula tion ié under fifteen, only flve percent are sixty or
~over, and males out number the females ﬁp to mlddle age.
Al though Hong Koné}s population 1ncréésed from two to three
million between 1951 and 1960, dea%hs decreased, since the

public health services are good, the climate mild, and the
‘ 10 ‘

average refugee qui te young.
To find freedom in Hong Kong, people will travel

across rugged boundaries at night, swim rivers, or pay

exorbi tant sums to boatmen tolflee Red China. A discerning

visitor to the crowded sampans in the Hong Kong harbor will
often be able to distinguish the new arrival who 1is being

-

9Church World Service, Church World Service Annual
Report, 1960 (New York: Church'World Service, 1960), p. 21

1OAndrew Te Roy, On Asia's Rim (New York: Friendship
Press, 1962), pp. 134- 135, .




supplied with rice and fresh clothing by his welcoming Hong

11
Kong relatives or by a relief agency.

III. REFUGEE HOUSING, HEALTH, AND EDUCATION

Since the end of the Second World War, refugee
Immigrants have swarmed into Hong Kong. There were not fhe
houses to accommodate evan a fraction of their number. No
conventional housing program could even begin to meet their
naeds. Yet these needs were so pressing that any form of
shelter was acceptable. As a result, Hong Kong has been

combating for nearly fiftéén years the twin evils of grossly
over crowded tenements and squatter communities, where
£limsy shacks- crudely bullt of wood, tinpiate, fiberboard,
sacking and similar material- cover the hillsides, ravines
and any vacant land like a gray scar.12
1957 account by the Reverend Loren E. Noren, an
American Baptist missionary in Hong Kong, indicates that as
late as that year it was belleved 100,000 people sleptlon
the streets themselves. A recent estimate 1s that 60,000
children are roaming the streets daily without home or
school, searching for food, shelter, and amusement wherever

they can find 1t. Another 70,000 are pooftop dwellers in

Hong Kong. Visiting in Hong Kong this past summer, the

11
Albaugh, op. cit., p. 32.

12
Lt gnited Nations World Refugee Year Secretariat, op.
c .’ p. ®

o~



author was amazed to see so many people sleeplng on tye
gidewalks using,onlj newspaper or a blankét for a bed.
Other refugees who consider themselves more fortunate
sleep én a wooden frame with a mattress”ﬁade of rope. |
Offical figures indicate that during 1962 nearly

160,000 illegal immigrants arrived in the Colony. In
addition; the net increase of births over deaths during

the year was 91,581. The influx of this large number of
1llegal immigrants plus their subsequent offspring has
posed an enormous probiem. Due to the extremely liﬁited
poésibilities for emigration abroad, the Colony has become
not only the country of first asylum but the coﬁntry of
final settlement for the majority of these people. This
situation requires'considerable welfare planning and work
so that all the refugees and citizens of the Colony in
need are cared for. Housing must be found and this in
1tself 1s an almost Insurmountable problem.1

Information avallable in 1963 reveals that 750,000
- persons or over ﬁﬁenty-five per cent of the population

still live 1n shocking housing conditions, on a bedspace
without light and air, in ramshackle huts, on the pavement,
on rooftops, in caves and on staircase landings. TFrantlc
efforts are being made to cope with this problem. Multi-

storied blocks each designed to house more than two thousand

133 tumpf, ope clte, p. 2.
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people, ten by twelve feet for five persons per cement
cubicle, are going up at a rate of one block every nine

days °
The pace in the educational fleld 1s no less

~dramatic. A new school is opened in Hong Kong every ten
days. nglic health 1s another outstanding problem. Due
to.the lack of facllities, the work has to be done under
very adverse circumstances. In 1954 Hong Kong had forty-
three Out-Patient Clinics with an attendance of 2,517,815,
In 1961 thefe‘were sixty-two of these clinics with
5,797,603 1n attendance. This 1s an increase of forty-
four per cent in clinics and an increase of 132 per cent
in attendance.' Hong Kong is still extremely short of
hospital beds. At the present time, it has about two beds
per one thousand of the population anq_requires’about

elght times the present facilities.lu

IV. EMPLOYMENT CONDI TIONS

Hong Kong, whose natural resource ls people, was
seriously plagued by unemployment before the arrival of
the Chinesé refugees without unapplicable skills., Hunger

erases morallty and desperation draws a straight line
toward stealing. A twenty-four year old boy had this to

say: "if I cannot find work when I am released from prison,
I will steal again."

When the Hong Kong government'!s expanding public

-

Hong Kong Council of Soclal Service, Anpnual Report,
1962-1963 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong Council of Social Service, 1963),
P. 3o

Fd

&



11
works program ultimately began, it was the refugee's largest
single employer. But 1t only absorbed a small fraction of
the job seekers. It was not a case of any volunteer agency

finding jobs for refugees. It was a problem of inventing

employment...Every working level was affected. China lost
many doctors, lawyers, teachers, deAéis}s, and government
officals to Hong Kong. But these people were not allowed
to practice thetrr professions in Hong Kong unless they had
graduated from Hong Kong Universlity or a British University.
Most of them had not. More recently some of thege strict
requlrements have been modifled due in part to the efforts

made by the United Nations High Commissioner's Office for
Refugees in Hong Kong.

Refigee farmers could not farm without land. Land

values are very high in Hong Kong. Every effort possible
is being made to "move the mountains and hills into the
sea," thereby creating more usable land space. The jet
alrport in Hong Kong 1s the result of one of these "land
making" projects. )

Everything has seemed to work against the refuges.
Hong Kong has no labof laws, and if one man isn't willing
to work twelve to fourteer. hours a day for $1.25, there

are plenty of men walting for a chance. Many refugees

seeking employment asked Maryknoll priests for a "letter"

of reference. Since Chinese custom favors applicatiohs
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with letters of reference, they givé refugees more hope.
However, the priests found that they must use discretion}
in giving out such letters of referenqe. It was discovered

. . ‘ 15
that a letter written for one man had been sold for $9.00.
\ . — -

Along with textlles, the plastic flower-frult.

business 1s Hong Kong's most rapidly growing industry.
Utilizing refugees two hundred and thirty-five factories

began manufacturing the flowers. ‘The 1960 plastic flower
exports totaled $26,250,000 of which $18,550,000 was
shipped(fo the United States. The 1960 exports were an
increase of 140% over the 1959 exports, while the exports

for 1959 increased 800 % over 1958, and the 1958 exports
were a 4,000 % rise over 1957. Still inspite of the rapid

business and increase of employment in such new fields as
the plastic flower-frult business, there are not enough
Jjobs in Hong Kong. In 1962 over 200,000 refugees reported

that they stlll. had not found any semblance of permanent

16
jobs. More refugees slip into Hong'Kong every night, thus -

creating additional employment probléms,

Life of the Chiﬁgse refugees in Hong Kong is thus
. characterized'by:-é very low standard of living, large
numbers of employable but unemployed or under-employed
persons, the prevalence of controllable diseases in
epidemig form, malnutrlition, inadequate housing and

unwholesome or little recreation.

lsJim Hart and Bill Surface, Freedom Bridge-Maryknoll
In 9 g Kong (New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1963), Pp. 62-6l¢

161p1d., pp. 75-76.
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The refugees in Hong Kong are seeking work. Thrifty,
Industrious, independent, the majority of‘ang Kong's new

cltizens do not seek charity...only to fill their rice bowls
through thelr own endeavors. The quest for employment and
economic securlty therefore goes hand in hand with the
search for somewhere they can call home. Most essential is
the need to help families td become self supporting and to
provide for at least one breadwinner of the family to find
work, either by asslsting him to find a Job, or trylng to

see if there is-a way to train him.



CHAPTER III

CHURCH RELATED RELIEF AND REHABILITATION IN HONG KONG

I. WELFARE-ACTIVITIES IN GENERAL

Welfére activities in Hong Kong have been carried
on by means of close cooperation between the Social
Welfare Department of the Hong Kong government,~0hurch
related welfare agencles, other voluntary organizatilons,
and the asslistance provided by the United Nations High
Commissioner's Office for Refugees, and other U.N.
speclalized agencies. )
Although a great deal of tﬁe welfare relief

asslistance has and continues to be provided in the form

of granting food, clothing and medical aild, welfare
organlzations have shifted to rehabilitatlion projects.

In addition to the excellent work of the Hong Kong Social
Welfare“Department there are ninty voluntary agencies
cooperating within the Hong Kong Councll of Soclal Service,
plus others not related to it.

The Hong Kong Council of Soclal Service coordinates
the work of over ninety social welfare organizations in
ciose.liaison with government departments. There are over
twenty-five different Church related rellef and rehabili-
tation agencles affiliated to the Council. The 1list
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includes the following: the American Frliends Service
Committee, Catholic Relief Services, Hong Kong Christian

Welfare and Relief Council, Lutheran World Service,

Maryknoll Sisters, the Salvation Army and the World
Council of Churches. COuncii projects 1lnclude: the
Centeral Relief Record Office, the Employment Assistance
Scheme, Investigation Card Scheme, Resettlement Loan and

Savings Association; and the Welfare Handicrafts Shop.
The aims and the objectives of the Councll are:

1. To coordinate as far as possible the voluntary welfare
activities in the Colony in order to prevent over-
lapping in work and in distribution of funds.

2. To initiate such form of relief and schemes of social
welfare as are not covered by exlsting organizations.

3. To reteive, administer and distribute such funds and
supplies as are entrusted to it.

4. To collect and collate the opinions of persons or
organizations on the subject of soclal conditions in
the Colony, and to take all necessary steps to educate
the public in the interest of social welfare,

5. To make recommendations to Government and to advocate
and promote such laws or amendments to laws as may be
deemed necei$ary for the furtherance of these alms and

objectlives.

One of the very successful Council projects has been
the Resettlement Loan Savings Assoclation. Now in 1its
sixth year of operation, it is financed partly from
government and partly from voluntary funds. It alms to
help small or one man businesses, primarily among the

Inhabitants of the resettlement areas, or to help familles

17Hong Kong Council of Social Service, op. cit., pp. 4-5S.



16

in need of small amounts of capltal in these places. The

baglis of the loan 1s an acceptable guarantor, who must

be found by the applicant. The loan itself is for thirteen
months-at no interest fate. Previously borrowing from
money lenders resulted in charges for interest of as much
as forty per cent. No repajments are asked for the firét
three months, after which one tenth 1s due every month.,
Most loans are for less than $200.00, but in some cases
loans up tqt$500.00 are made almost always for tﬁé
purchase of machlines or equipment for an established
trade. Many borrowers have héd successive loans, year
after year, and have been able steadily to expand their
small businesses or tradeé to achieve a useful degree

of self support, and it is felt that the scheme saves
many from falling into debt through borrowing at high
interest rates from unregistered moﬁ@ylenders.

The wholé work is made possiﬁie by government subsidy,
by 1ndividual contributions, by help from the Hong Kong
Council of Socilal Service, and by donations from othér
sources.

The Hong Kong Christian Welfare and Relief Council,

a member of the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, has

been giving priority to selfwhelp projects for families,

181bid¢, ppu 15-160



17

to the college student work projects, and to the enlérging
of faciliﬁies for tuberculosls patlents. Sixty thousand

beds are needed at once.instead of the two thousand that
are avallable. Tuberculosls spreads because of the
over crowding and kills ten times as many people as all
other Infectious dlgeases. This councll also helps rural
and foreséry resettlement projects, the rehabilitation of
drug addicts, ecuﬁenical work camps, and a vocatiohal |
training program. |

Several welfare agencles deal specifically with

the needs of children. One of them is the Boys and Girls

Club Assoclation, which now has a total of two hundred and
eight clubs run by or affiliated with it and includes over

130,000 children. The Assoclation provides libraries for
both adults and children. The GhPlsétian Children's Fund,

Inc. cares for 6,590 children in several hbmes. It

provides an educatlonal program and arranges for the
adoption of infants from its Fanling Home.

In addition, speciélized care 1s given to such groups
as discharged prisoners an&‘drug addlcts. A Hong Kong
Discharged Prisoners Aia Soclety helps over a thousand
dlscharged prisoners each.year. There 1s a steady
reduction of sarioﬁs crime in Hong Kong in contrast to
other nrban areas throughout the world where it 1s
increasing. The government credits this to the law abiding

nature of the Chinese, the 1ﬁcreasing Integration of the
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[ 4

Immigrants into the local community, and fuller employment.
However, over sixty percent of Hong Kong's criminals are

narcotlc addicts., Estimates of the total number of addicts

vary from 150,000 to 250,000 or at lqast one in every
twenty of the residents of the Colony. Opium addiction
has had a long history in the aréa. The government 1s
cooperating with international agencies to control the

traffic. Churches aldo provide opportunities for care,
though permanent cure 1s rare,
Churches of variéus denominations carry on active

relief and rehabilitation programs in Hong Kong. They
' include the following: Methodist, Baptlst, Presbyterian,
Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Mennonlite, American Frilends,
Church of Christ, Salvation Army, and Lutheran. In
addition, there are several interdenominational relief
organizations, such as Church World Service and the
International Y.M.C.A. and the International Y.W.C.A.,
that carryion active refugee programs in Hong Kong.

The Church of Christ in China is unigque in that it
represents the union of several denominations formerly
active on the mainland of China. "The welfare activities
of this group supports a family weifare center, vocational
training, children's work, case work, group work, and

-

medical and industrial welfare programs,

Not enough money 1s avallable to solve Homg Kong's

probléms on a relief basis; providing sﬁpplies of food and
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clothing to needy refugees for long llnes outside church

and welfare offices. To help avoid confusion and mis-
represantation in the distribution of food and clothing

a Central Records OPfice has been established. Welfare
agencies report to this office those fhey have helped,
ldentity card numbers are filled, duplicatlon is avoldedy
and division of responsibility become possible. Un-

forﬁunately, there are not enough of caseworkers avallable

to Investigate each case, recommend plans, and do the
counseling. Group work is one answer to this problem.

It guides refugees to help each other. Increased
facllities for training social workers are also needed.
Dr. Andrew T. Roy, Vice President of the inter=-
denominational Chung Chil College in Hong Kong, points out
that iIn the colleges there are hundreds of needy refugee
students. Some of the churches with the aid of Church
World Service started several college student work
projects. This was done by shifting from a program of

grants to the assigning of students to non profit
organizations and church welfare agencies for community
service. Under this program students work two hours a

day, five days a week, and earn their college board and
lodging. They reach 23,000 children and underprivileged

persons in over ninety projects including: free night

schools, litéracy classes in labor ﬁnions, welfare agencies,



boys and girls clubs, manual work,-énd anything that helps
other Chinese. Each dollar 1s used twice. It helps the
student and through him the clientele of the project in
which he works. It enables the student to see the church
In action as well as the welfare work of the city. It.
gives him needed training for later professional work.
Above all, 1t strengthgns his self respect; he has the
satlsfaction of earning his own way,'ahd working with his
own people. The skills of one group of people who have
fled from Red China can be used to help another group. In
addition, the young refugee that is preparing lessons for

underprivileged children does not get into gambling or

narcotic addition. 19

II . OVERCOMING THE REFUGEE MENTALITY

A refugee mentality can and has developed when
refﬁgee assistance has been.limlited to relief ald. Such
as providing food, clothing and shelter., While egch of
these are vitally important, a refugee may,groﬁ accustomed
to this kind of aid and become resentful or indignant
when}iﬁlis reducéd. )

In an attempt to improve the welfare of the more
than 3,000,000 Hindu refugees in West Bengal and Calcutta,

Church World Service sent a study commission to India to ‘

1
9Roy, op. cit., pp. 134-139.
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make a comprehensive report of immediate and long range

objectives for a program of relief, rehabilitation,

resettlement, and training. Dr. Herbert Stroup, chairman
of the study commission reported: "Aside from the fact
that the refugee in West Bengal has lost a great deal of“
his former material security, he has lost, perhaps more
than anything else, his sense of confidenée. He feels

that not only have the gods turned against him, but also
his fellow man. He thinks he 1s made to suffer through

no fault of his own. He finds very few open doors of

opportunlity through which he may walk. His long presence
in the refugee camps has paralyzed his will to succeed. Hs

was once prdud in his modest circumstances, but now he is
n20

embittered because of his 11l fortune and fate.
Unfortunately, othef reports concerning refugee

problems have also mentlioned thisAtype of a situation. It

can and has happened 1n Hong ang.  To help overcome this

situation Church welfare leaders have been placing gréatgr
emphasls on rehabilitation,’ﬁesettlement and training 6f

refugees. Important as emergency relief may be, the basic
tragic implication is in terms of the future in the under-
developed and unused latent talents of homeless and jobless
refugees around the world. Many schemes and programs have\
been developed to help people rehabllitate themselves, to

become agaln contributing nembers of soclety.

?OHerbert Stroup, Project Doya (New York:Church World
Service, January, 1960), p. 1.
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For lnstance, women have been trained to use'seﬁing
machines and to'cultivate their unrecognized talents for
handiwork. Men have been taught new trades or professions
in such developing fields as plastics., Young people have

been sncouraged to pursue further education through
scholarships and self help programs. Home industries in

which the entire famlly can participate have been

encouraged. In these and many other ways, refugees are

becoming self supporting. Thelr sense of confidence is
then restored. Thelr former refugee mentallty 1s replaced’

by 1ncreased dignity and self esgteem.

III. TEMPORARY RELIEF VERSES LONG TERM REHABILITATION

While providing food, clothing and shelter for

refugees in need is an lmportant welfare activiﬁy; amp le’
consideration must also be given to assistgnceuphat willl he 1lp
the refugee come off the reiief rolls. ‘

Generally speaking, the activities designed by
churches to alleviate or remedy the suffering faced by
refugees have fallen into the followlng categories: relief,
resettlement, rehabllitation and reconstruction. Whenever
disagster has taken 1ts foll, Christian forces have sought'
to move in 1mmod1atély and effectively with emergency relief
such as food, clothing, medlclnes, and temporary shelter.

Following such calamities millions of people have had to

make a new start in life, Frequently thlis has been in a
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land totélly alien to them. It has been a part of the
churches' program during the last four decades to find
homes for refugees, to place them in congenial surroundings

free from religious or political persecution, and to give

them a Christian environment. But the activities of the

Christian churches have not terminated with these temporary
and emergency measures. A helping hand for self help has
been provided. Vocational training programs have been
es tablished. Unrecognlzed talents and skills are |
developed to help people regain thelr former usefulness.

h In addition, Church loan funds have been
Aestablished and expanded. Help hasvbéen exténded for the

reconstruction of schools, hospitals, kindergartens, and

Christian centers. These projects are constructed only
after the constituency of the local institution has
demonastrated a desire to do everything possible toward
self support. | |

Thls emphasls on 1ong»term'rehab111tation can be
applied in Hong Kong. The representative of China at the
Executive Committee for the High Commissioner's Refugee
Program in May 1961 stated that the problem of refugee in
Hong Kong could be solved only through'loéal Integration
and not through temporary relief. He mentioned in
particular the possibility of the establishment of a

revolving fund from which small loans might be granted to
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help the refugees become self supporting. It is
interesting to note that such a fund 1s used by several of

the Church related welfare programs in Hong Kong, however,
this type of assistance needs to be expanded.
A simllar statement also appears in the United

Nations World Refugee Year report., It points out the
refugee work by the Hong Kong government will emphasize
‘ long term development, rather than temporary relief.
Bullding schemes and training programs';ré given top

22 The traininzof refugees in home economlcs

priority.
and cottage handicrafts are examples of long range assistance
programs of great value carrled on by Church related

agencies in Hong Kong.

IV. FAVORABLE CONDITIONS FOR HANDICRAFT PROJECTS

Cheap labor, sﬁch as that found 1n Hong Kong, gives
handlcraft products a price appeal on the world market.
In addition, after the United States lifted 1ts emb;rgo in
1952, Hong Kong could markét Chinese type products_in the
United States if accompanied by a "Certificate of Origin"
~to verify that they had not been made in Red China.

" Refugees in Hong Kong are seeking work, noﬁ charlty.
" The Chinese refugee, like so many refugées, brought with
‘him the clothing on his back and the skill in his fingers.

It was not long before Church relatedJﬁelfare agenclies

2l"Report on the Fifth Session of the Executive
Committee of the High Comm&ssioner's Program, Geneva, 1961" in

Report of the U.N. Hi h Commissioner for Refugees (New York'

22U.N. World Refugee Seqretariat,_lg.c; s Pe Te
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‘began to_provide a helping hand for self help in ﬁefugee

| handicrafts. Recognizing the need for helping refugees
find empioyment, several Christian organlzations
operating relief and rehabilitation proéfams have
es tablished workshops where experienced refuge¢ craftsmen
might work at their trade and thus become self aupporting.
Also, younger members of refugee famllies are taught

trades in anticlipation of the day when they will become
) 2

adult members of soclety.

238rethren Service Commission, Self Help Gift Parcels
(NQY Windsor, Maryland: Brethren Service Lommission, no date),
p . . : ’ :




_CHAPTER IV

CHURCH FE.A'LED HANDIGRAFT PROGRAMS IN HONG KONG

I. CHURCH WORLD SERVICE

The Origin of Church Yorld Service. The roots of

Church World Service go back as far as 1920, when a number
of denominations were interested in sending relief to China.

Emergencies in that country were caused by severe droughts

and widespread crop failures following World War I.
Subsequent to the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, and the
heavy fighting in Southeast Asla, it bscame clear that
evenllarger relief efforts would have to be taken by the
churches of all cooperating denomlnatlons and agencles,
such as the Bible Soclety, the Y,M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. At
about this time, the World Council of Churches was in the
process of formatlon. One of its divisions was concerned
primarily with refuge§ resattlement and emergency relief in
Europe. It was soon evident that the need for assistance
after the war would be tremendous, also that the church
interests could be served best by a single organization.
Consequently, on May lst; 1946, Church World Service was
organized to coordinate the activitles and the operations

in the United States of the predecessor groups and to expand

relief measures overseas.
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Church World Service In Action. An indication of the

C.WeS. program is evident from a recent report. In a
period of fifteen years a total of more than two billion
pounds of rellef materials were shipped by C.sW.S. on behalf

of Protestant churches. The value was approximately 225

‘million dollars.?& Recently, Church World Service
distributed food to eight million needy recipients in

" twenty-six different countries. The amount of food totaled
approximately twenty shiploads. - The C.W.S. program is
based upon the cooperation of the United States government,
 the charitable agency, and the government of the receiving
country. Our government supplies the food, the government
of fhe recipient country certifies.the needy people, and the
charitable agency distributes the food. However, these
donations provide only a part of the need of the reciplent;
he is encouraged to becomé self-reliant as soon as he can.
Manual skills are taught to refugees in church supported
trade schools 1n an effort to help4the refugee become self
supporting.2

Church World Service Handlcraft Programs. The

Church World Service program origlinally conslsted of relief

and reéettlement asslstance, such as providing food and

2 .
L%Albaugh’ OpP . Cj.to, ppc 56"'570
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' Don Paarlberg, "Telling Our Success Story,"‘in
Methodlist Laymen ( Vol. 22, No. 10, October, 1962), p. 6.



clothing for refugees. In addition, it has engaged in

immigration services, ecumenical scholarships, medical

services, financlal support, bullding projects, teacher

exchanges, and employment projects. Rehabilitation services

have been added to the total program sponsored by Church
World Service. These rehabllitation services vary in scope.
- For instance, revolving ioan funds have enabled the more
talented and ambltious to launch into small businesses
such as tailoring, cement mixing, and banking.  Self help
‘projects have been started in Hong XKong gnd there are more
than & dozen church sponsored craft centers where refugees
utilize their skills in the préduction of clothing,
poreelains, cos;ume dolls, hand embroldered linens, neckties,"
furniture and other 1tems.26

Church World Service provides felief and temporary
help for thousands of refugeeslin Hong Kong. However, not
until a refugee earns his own way does he recover his

dignity. Recognizing this as a basic prineciple, Church

World Service has embarked on a program of work projects
designed to give employment to hundreds of destitute people.
These projects are equipped to produce high quality items
for the 16ca1 and international markets.

To date, three projects have been started. These are:

(1) Hand knitting- sweaters, dresses, suits, stoles, ski

sweaters, and mittens, (2) Neckties~ fashioned from handloomed

26A1baugh, op. cit., p. §8.
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Thatl silk and made to C.W.3. specifications, (3) Smocking-
lovely cotfon dresses flor small girls, all classic 1n design
and made by Swatow refugees who are world famous for drawn
work, embfoidery,aﬁd fanby stitching. Top wages are paid |

to the workers in each of these projects. All profits are

shared with the workers. Church World Service accepts no
: 27 .
~ commission for its services. A target goal for four

projects 1s set at two thousand employees.

Church World Service Knitting Project. Visiting the -

Church World Service handicraft centers in July of 1963, the

author was lmpressed with the fine work being done at the
knitting center. This knitting center is located at an
~orphanage for girls. The origin of this orphanage 1s worth.

noting. :
When the Red Chinese swept over China, a Methodist

missionary gathered together a group of thirty orphan girls
- for the long trek to Hong Kong, and freedom. These were
girls of ten to fifteen years of age.. Somefﬁére blind, some
were without an arm or a 1eg,'but all sougﬂﬁﬂfreedom from
Red tyranny. They traveled for many days aﬁa finally
arrived in Hong Kong, dirty, tired, hungry,‘énd honeless.

Church World Service made a grant of food, élothing.and money.
Other agencies came forward with material help. Soon an

orphanage was bullt., Here the girls learned to knit and
in a short time their skills improved., Mr. R. E. Clements,

27Hong Kong Church World Service, Help Them Hel
Themsa#lves-Church World Service Work Projects { Hong Kong:
Church World Service, no date), pP. 5.
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who was serving as a handlcraft marketing consul tant for
Church deld Service, visited this orphanage in Hong Kong.
On his return to the United States, he secured a sizeable
order for these hand knit sweaters and dresses made at the
orphanageagrom Marshall Field's Department Stdr;, Chicago,

Illinois. Sales have continued to 1ncreasevat this and other
Church World Service handicraft centers. Thus, in this way

a thread has been added to the fabric of peace and inter-
national good will.

II. LUTHERAN WORLD SERVICE

Experience has shown that the traditional Chinese
arts and crafts offer a feasible way of firmly establishing

a considerable number of refugee families in Hong Kong.
All that 1s needed 1s to enlist the skillful, patfept,
strong, creative handé of the Chinese people. Their hands
then effect thelr rehabiliﬁation and the restoration of.
self respect. |

Welfare Handlcraft Department. The Welfare Craft

Department is the marketing agency for Lutheran World

- Service which sells hand work made by low 1ncome refugees
in Hong Kong. The objective of this department is to help
workers over a temporary period until they can sell to
other buyers. This involves helping them improve their wcrk
to widen their opportunities.

2 Raymond E. Clements, Mission Village(Sag Harbor,
New York, 1959), p. 2. A
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| There are threehmaip greups of customers for these
refugee handicrafts: (1) Churches and individuals abroad

who belleve in encouraging self help, (2) commercigl buyers
who purchase because of quanity and value, and (3) tourists
and local people who find the goods of high value.

There are six/tipes of workers, most of whom are
refugees: (1) convalescents who cannot yet stand the

pressure of full time work, (2) youﬁéer and older people

not employable by factories, (3) the permanently handieapped
who are often ill treated and under paid, () those who

must work at home because of family conditions, (5) those
with unusual skills not in common demand, end (6) vocational
graduates ﬁho need experience before commanding decent wages.
Jobs with the Welfare CraftﬁDeparﬁment are not
usually held for more than six to eight months. Lutheran
World Service does not wish to keep workers, but rather to

equip them with more skill, betteq.mental attitudes, and

better health so that they can move into other jobs.
The han@icraft work 1s done in three maln locatlions.

One type of worker uses his own home for a workshop. He goes

to the Welfare Craft Depertment Office to receive orders
and the materials with which to make the requested
articles. He then returns the finished products and 1is
pald for his labor on a predetermined pieéework basis.
The second group works entirely 1n’the Welfare Craft

Department workrooms. They are malnly cases referred by the
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- Lutheran World Service Tuberculosis Rehabilitation

'Department. They work a maximum of eight hours per day,
and less if they are not strong enough for full time work.
Here the craft department makes brocade garments and
Jewelry boxes, and can take special orders for clothihg“

made by expert taillors.

The third group is the largest. There are two
plece work centers where beadwork and embroidery are done .
Highly skllled workers help newcomers to improve. After a
period of working under the closeéf and most rigid
supervision, the workers may take materlal home and do the
embroidery or beading in their own quarters. They then
return the garment or purse to the Welfare Craft Center,
where i1t 1s finished by other workers. The plecework rates
praid by the Welfare Craft Department are higher than those

paid by local factories in Hong Kong, but Lutheran World

Service demands perfect work. Worklng condltions are also
better at the Welfare Craft Centers, with adequate light
and air. There is a maximum of Hong Xong $300.00 total
income per month that can be earnsd by a refugee from the
Welfare_Cnaft Department. In the case of'sﬁpplementary
income, onl& a maximum of Hong Kong $175.00 can be earned
per month. These limits are to prevent the worker from
feeling so well pald that he does not attempt to secure

other work when he is able. The Welfare Craft Department
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o -

staff feels that anyone éapable of earning more than these
flgures, 1s capable of doing without their services.

 The Welfare Craft Department believes that 1t offers
a fine handlcraft product at‘average shop prices. On small
articiles, however, their prices are nearly double those
of the side street stalls. But if they were to attempt to
compete wlth these 1ltems, thelr workers would get almost
nothing. The Welfare Craft Department frios to equalize
this by improving the handlcraft items made as to both

29
material and workmanship.

Lutheran Handlicraft Sales Record. With a revolving

caplital fund of $U.S. ten thousand dollars, Lutheran World
Serviée iﬂ August of 1957.embarked on a new venture. It
selected forty refugee families, each with a speclal skill
In handierafts. During the first three months this new
department exported 8,777 handicraft articles to foreign
countries. These articles included: brocade handbags,
blouses, dolls, pailntings, brass plates, and other iﬁems.
In 1958, the number of families was considerably

increased and a total of 55,526 articles were exported to

six different countries. Over ninety different 1ltems were
produced that year. In 1959 a total of four hundred and fifty
famllies were engaged in producing these beautiful and

useful things and the number of 1tems sold increased to

29Hong Konngutheran World Service, What Is The ,
Lutheran World Service Craft Department ? (Hong Kong: no dase,
Hong Kong Lutheran World Service), p. l.
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over sixty thousand. In 1960 and 1961 this department

continued to work on about the same level. As the demand
for handiqraft articles was still growing, Lutheran World
Service beéan to establish small workshops of its own, a .
feature which 1s still in a stage of experimentation and

development.

In April 1963, a "Craft Room™ was opened at the
Lutheran World Federation Office bullding at 33 Granville
Rbad, Kowloon, Hong Kong. This Craft Room serves as a
demonstration workéhop. Since May 1, 1963 the local
refugee handicraft retall sales have heen made through
the Welfare Handicrafts Shop on Salisbury Road, Kowloon.

” As a result of a dlsplay of Lutheran World Service
refugee handicrafts at an Ideal Homes Exhibition in London,
more than two thousand sets of "Hong Kong Twins" were sold.
Thewe are cotton dolls made by cottage workers. }n
addition, sixteen hundred bookmarks painted on silk and
twenty thousand artificial birds were sold.  More than

one hundred direct inquires for othér Lutheran World
Federatlion World Service goods were received.

The record of visitors during April 1963 included
an increased number of Aéian nationals from the
Philippines, Malaya, India, Korea, Japan, Talwan and

31
Indonesia. ‘Among other things, these vlisitors were

3Ostumpf, op. cit., p. 6.

31, Stumpf, The Lutheran World Federation Départment
of World Service (Hong Kong: Hong Kong Lutheran World Service,
May 1963), p. 3.
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4Anterested in the Lutheran World Service welfare craft

progran.

III. PRESBYTERIAN CASEWORK CENTER

General Description. The Presbyterian Casework Center

in Hong Kong 1s dedicated to a social service ministry for
needy Chinese.refugees. The‘Center mainly serves the
Mandarin speaking refugees, most of whom live in the re-
settlement areas of Kowloon. For many of th@se refugee
families, the immigration to Hong Kong has resulted not

onl¥ in the loss of personal possessions but also in the

. loss of occupational and soclal status. Many find themselves
under a severe handicap in thelr efforts to gain employment
and support thelr familles, since they nelther speak

Cantonese nor have other connections in an already over-

crowded Hong Kong. The Presbyterian Casework Center 1is a
part of the total work carried on by the Presbyterian Church

in Hong Kong. Staff members work in cooperation with the
Church World Service refugee relief progrém.

The Casework Center strives through personal
interviews and investigations to find out the background
circumstances of those who come seeking help. Trained
soclial caseworkers discuss thelr problems with them, offer-
ing encouragement and whensver possible constructive
suggestions for ways in which they can help themeéelves.

The center carries on an extensive family welfare program



of medical, hqusing, and employment assigtance, tuition
grants, handicrafts, clothing, foodstuffs, and emergency
relief. The center was established in 1955 by Miss Muriel
Boone, a former missionary on the Ching/mginland, when 1t
became evident that a soclal ministry to the Mandarin
refugees was espﬁcially needed in Hong Kong. Since 1957
the center's programs have continued to expand in scope
under the leadership of 1ts present director, Miss Doris
Caldwell. The center now has a staff of thirty-five
Chinese workers and three Americans appointed by fhe
Presbyterlan Church In the United States. Student workers

and volunteers from abroad also participate in the program.

The Casework Center coordlnates its program with
other welfare organizatlons through the Hong Kong Council
of Social Service. It is also a member of the Hong Kong
ChristianIWélfare and Relief Council. In 1962 it was
reported ﬁhat the Presbyterlan Casework Center served well
over one thousand five hundred and sixtj families, largely
Mandarin speaking. The purpose of the center is to come
to know its clients personally and to serve them in an
atmosphere of mutual trust aﬁd appreclation. During the
first half of 1962, approximately three thousand clients
were Interviewed by caseworkers at thq office and more than
one thousand requests for help were received by letter.

As the Presbyterian Casework Center tries to serve

the whole famlly a varlety of needs become apparent.

36
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Adequate employment and better housing are often the most
urgent. Through the Employment Assistance Scheme and
individual contacts ﬁith employers the center 1s able .to
find employment for a limited number of clients. Others
enroll in the Individual Help Program or work out a plan

2
that can qualify as a self help project.3

Presbyterian Handicrafts. Self help projects

covering the inital expenses of starting small businesses
or home industries are a creative way of helping refugese

families become self sufficlent. From ten to fifteen self
help projects are approved at the Presbyterian Casework
Center each month and include the purchase of materials,
licenses; and capltal for such operations as fruit stalls,
newspaper stands, candy stores, plastic flower and rattan
production. Caseworkers carefully supervise these
projects which encourage famllies toward an independent
livelihood. Whlle some women receive sewing machines for
independent self help projects, one hundred and thirty
others supplement their family incomes fhrough the sewing,
knitting,,spinﬁing, and shoe making projects of the

Industrial Help program. Flve women work at the center
dally preparing articiles to be made up in the clients'

homes. When the finlshed products are returhed to the

center, the clients are paild for thelr work, and the

3-2Dor'is E. Caldwell, Presbyterian Casework Center

(Kowloon, Hong Kong: Hong Kong Presbyterian Church, 1962),
Poe 1.
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garments themselves are distributed to other needy families.
The need for adequate employment 1s often the most

urgent request of all. Out of thls need has grown the
Unilted Presbyterian Industrial Project, a depariment of the

Casework Center, which provides handicraft employment for
specially skllled refugees. There are now some one hundred
and twaﬁty-five familles participating in tho Uni ted
Presbyterian Industrial Project, a self supporting program
which sells thelr products to visitors and friends abroad
in twelve different countries.

The families are éhannelled into the Casework Center

when 1t is found that they can produce a handicraft |
article sultable for the overseas market. From time to
time classes have been formed by the United Presbyterian
Industrial Project to teach different handicraft skills,
such as making smocked dresses, brocaded jéwel boxes, and
rattan articles. All of the handiwork is then done in the
home aﬁd received at the project weekly. The project does
not operate simply as an lmpersonal middle man, for staff

members often make home visits to give futher training

and encouragement to the famllles and to keep up with the
- progress of thelr work. The amount.of work that can be
accepted from a family 1s directly related to the number of

orders received each week from interested friends abroad.

At this time there are one hundred and ninety different
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artlcles sold through the Industrial Project. A small

showroom is maintained at the Morrison Memorial Center,

33
end Floor, 191 Prince Edward Road, Kowloon.

The producer is immediately paild so as to be able to
live. The FPresbyterian Industrial Project takes 6ver the
responsibility for the sale of the goods. Many of them are

“beautiful as well as useful. Among these are: albums,

baskets, purses, stationary, paintings, dolls, rattan toys,d

and other i1tems. Individuals who have visited Hong Kong
4nd some church groups ip the United States have undertaken
to order and sell these goods.

- In the six month period, January-June, 1962, the
Pfosbytérian Industrial self help program sales and mail
orders included: three hundred and sixteeh sales made to
local residents and visitors, and two hundred and one mail

orders shipped to customers abroad.

Any family that desires may submit a request for a
self help grant for the purpose of developing a small

private business or home industry. The client's self help
plan is studied by the caseworker who investigates

carefully to discover whether the plan is a sound one.
The client's previous experience and the demand for the
type of work he hopes to set up are taken into

consideratibn. Some seventy-five families received self

33Hong Kong Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian
Casework Center (Hong Kong: South China Morning Post, Ltd.,

no date), pp. 9-11.
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help grants during the six month period of January-June,
1962. For instance, three women were granted sewing
machines, five families received help with material for
rattan work, and materlals for art work, glove making, and
other.handmade articles were provided for several clients.

In.éddition, eight women work together dally in
the spinning and rug making handicraft, using wool which

i1s a gift from the New Zealand churches. The finished

rugs i1n Chlnese designs are sold through the United
' 3
Presbyterian Industrial Project.

IV. METHODIST HANDICRAFT WORK

The most outstanding Methodlist Church related handi-
craft work in ﬁong Kong is located at Wesley Village. Let
us look at the origin of Wesley Village.

The origin of Wesley Village. On Christmas Eve of

1953, a fire swept through a. whole section of Hong Kong

gutting a dozen or more tenement bulldings and leaving
thousands 'homeless., The church which had been saddened

- by the sltuation wﬁs presented with 1ts most compelling
opportunity. The response of the Methodist Church was the

creation of Wesley Village, several tlers of concrete
block cottages against a hill near the center of Hong
Kong island. The first familles moved out of squatter

huts and off the sldewalks into comparative splendor in

Mca1awer1, op. cit., pp. 1-2.
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1955. Today the village consists of elghty cottages, each
twelve by aighteen feet. Monthly rent is U.S. $2.50, the

cheapest rent in Hong Kong. In addltion to the cottages,

there 1s a community center, a local church, a clinic, a

primary school, a library, five handicraft factories and
four noodle factories. Wesley Village is like a small

| ~ 35
communi ty consisting of 287 adults and 326 children.

Wesley Village Production Company. The refugees at

Wesley Village do not slt around bemoaning their fate, but
with energy, careful planning andla radiant'gp;rit witness
in the midst of adversity. Forty of 1ts people formed
the Wesley Village PrqductionvCompany. Mr. Monte V.C.
Liang was the founder, Reverend J.E. Sandbach 15 the
Superintendent, while Mr. Lau Kwong-kwok serves as the
Business Manager.

Founded in 1956, the purpose of Wesley Village
Production Company has been to make the Village resident

gain a better 1life. It 1is also meant to help and

- encourage men and women to utilize their talents on a

hgndicraft industry within their bomes. It was established
for the benefit of the Village people and for thelr

welfare. Each member recelves a dividend after a tithe
has been given to the church. Most of the profit of the
Production Company 1s used in the educational and charity

work of the village.

35R1chgrd C. Bush, Jr., Witness In Hong Kong (New York:
Methodist Board of Missions, 1963), p. L.

36L-eo L. Hsu, "Wesley Village," in Talwan-Hong Kong

Methodist Church Journal (Hong Kong:Wah Li Printing Press, 1962),
p ] . ’
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In Wesley Village refugee craftsmen sew beautiful
pajamas, robes, embroidered poplin blouses, and smocked
dresses. The pajamas and robes are made of fuji cloth,
and gaccented with a distinctive hand embroldered Chlnese

emblem. Visiting the village, the author was amazed to

see how wéll the craftsmen were using the small space
available for their handicraft wobk within their homes.
Members of a family each have thelr own responsibllities

in the production of the handicrafts. In thls manner,

the Wesley Village Production Company 1s closing the

refuges unemployment gap in Hong Konge

- Vo ROMAN CATHOLIC HANDICRAFT PROJECTS

Shortly after 1952, both Roman Catholic Fathers

and Sisters began short term training programs in rattan

furnitﬁfé<making, knitting, embroldering, and laCQuef work.
Home industries qulckly sprang up around every parlsh.

Father Dempsey, when transferred to Hong Kong in
195, shipped an electrically powefed aluminﬁm'hand loom
to the Ngau Tau Kak parish. The machine, capable of
producing 35,000 different high quality patterns, worked so
well that he ordered several more and opened a factory
under the name of the Pius Company. Maryknoll pald the
stﬁdents, mostly widows and older unemployed men .80¢ a
day while they learned to make tablecloths, stoles, and
napkins. BSoon the class reached 300, which requlred an

outside staff of twelve, plus Maryknoll workers. When
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students graduated from the six week course, they had a
choice betwsen remaining in the factory at $4,2.00 a
month, plus the unheard of behefit of paid overtimé, or
startihg'their own businesses at home. The priest gave
out such assignments when hé received orders from
American firms like J.C. Penny, B. Altman and Co., Gertz
of Jamalca, and Murphy Imports of Detrolt.

- Meanwhile, the sduatter areas became a basls for
an astonlishing variety of new occupations. People of all

ages made clothes pins and match boxes, converted raw

plastic into combs, soap containers, palnted Chinese
scrolls, carved ivory, or made wax figures and rattan
hand bags. _
The Maryknoll Sisters have helped finance such

cottage industries as plastic flower factorles. The
Sisters made an investment of $1,750.00 in establishing

a plastic flower factory and soon two hundred of the

areas needy persons were employed to assemble these

flowers in thelr homes. Across from the Maryknoll Sisters!'
Poor School in Hong Kong, is the Sisters' industrial
section for older girls too destitute to attend any
school, Here they can earn all or a substantial part of
thelr family incomes by sewlng, embroldering or knitting.
The girls usually start in this section at fourteen years

of age, and wlthout previous formal education receive
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seventeen and a half cents a day for thelr work. After they
have learned to sew church vestments to be sold in the
United States, the dally wage is raised to $1.05. 37

In addition to these projects, the Catholic wamen's
League formed "Operation China Doll™ in the Unlited States.
This organization marke ted 25,000 economically priced cloth

dolls made by Hong Kong refugee women.

VI. THE CHRISTIAN MISSION TO THE BUDDHIST MONKS

The Orlgin of the Migsion. On top of a hill known as

Tao Fong Shan(Hill of the W1nd of Christ) a small porcelain
palnting workshop was established.about twelve years ago.
It 1s selling 1ts products both abroad, particularly in
Scandinavia and America, and at the Welfare Handicrafts
Shop in Salisbury Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. It is
interesting to look béck at the origins of the institution
iIn the grounds of which this workéhop has been establiehed.
It was bullt in 1931 to a specfal design modeled on the
original Buddhist temples.to be found in Chinsa.

Dr. K.L. Reichelt, a Norwegian missionary, had
found that his work in China at the beginning of the
century‘had been hampered by a lack of knowledge of Buddhist
thought and concepts. He decided, after a visit to Buddhist
monks at the famoﬁs Welshan Monastery, near Ninghsiang, that
he would prepare himself for a special work among the

Chinese by the cultivation of friendly intercourse with

37Hart and Surface, op. cit,, pp. 65, 70, 75.
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the monks and the religious and enlightened lay people.

He subsequently founded the Christian Mission to
Buddhists, supported by friends in Norway, Sweden and
Denmark. He travelled throughout China, accompanled by
a Danish architect, Prip-«Moller, who stiiuidied the Buddhist
temples and wrote a book on them lm such detail that, if
desired, idenﬁical buildings could be constructed. As a
result, the present iInstitute on Tao Fong Shan was built,
with a beautiful octagonal temple, and a pilgrims' hall
for any Buddhist monks who might wish to visit the place,
where they might have vegetarian food and feel at home.

‘Soon pllgrims anxlous to know more about Christlanity,

came to Tao Fong Shan from many of the provinces of China,
and even from Tivet. They would stay for a time, study,

and sometimes beéome converts. Other lnstitutions staffed

L~

by those twalned at Tao Fong Shan were established i
. . 38
China, including Nanking, where the mission started.

Porcelain Painting. Today pillgrims can no longer

crossAthe border to visit the monastery and the pilgrims!
hall 1s being used by the Mission for other religious
pnrpdses. Hoﬁever, the problem arose as to how a Buddhist
priest converted to Christianity and unable to return to

China could find a way to support himself. As long as he

lived in a temple he received all he needed for physical

380hrist1an Mission to the Buddhist Monks, Tao Fong
Shan Porcelaln Painting Workshop (Hong Kong:Christian Mission
to the Buddhist Monks, 1963), p. 1. :

e
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lexistence ﬁithoﬁt the need to work. If he were not of
sufficient education to teach he was usually untrained for
anything else. The Christian Mission to.the Buddhists
felt they must look after those they had convorted and
consequently started the teaching of porcelain decoration,
allowing trainees to remain for an unlimited time as
workers 1n the shop.

A year is the minimum time taken to become proficient
in painting on porcelain and baking the articles, though
many years are requlred to reach the standard of the
expert. However, not only is the work of a creative kind,
glving satisfaction to the craftsmen, but at the same time
he can contlinue his studies, earning his livelihood and
supporting his family. |

The articles produced include tea and dinner sets,
coffee gets, tiles amd ornamental plates, 1n designs
ganéing"from traditional dhinese ratterns, birds, flbwers,
landscapes, to speciai Biblical designs. The craftsman at
the Tao Fong Shan Porcelain Painting Workshop has tried to

reproduce the Bible stories and the parables of Jesus in

an indigenous Chinese way, using the o0ld Chinese drawings
as prototypes,

The workshop 1s under the supervision of the Reverend

Per Engdal, who also assists the Superimtendent, the

Reverend Gerhard M. Reichelt, son of the founder, in many of
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the religlous and soclal activities of the mission.39

It is the hope of the mission staff to become fully self

supporting through the increased sale of this art
handlicraft,

VII. CHINA REFUGEE DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION

The China Refugee Development Organization is
unique in so far as it operates under the close
supervislion of representatives of Church World Service,
Catholic Welfare Commilttee of China, the Maryknoll -«
Mission, and Aid Refugee Chinese Intellectuals, Inc.
The China Refugee Development Organization works under
the guldance of the China Refugee International Councll.
The China Refugee Development Organization exists
to promote and develop Chinese refugee hsndlcraft work, to
encourage new crafts sulted to the requirements of Hong
Kong and foreign markets, and to cooperate with any and all
of the welfare groupéﬂwhich have handicraft schemes.

Operations began by giving.between two and three hundred

refugees immediate work in embroidery, painting, basketware,
and the like. The Chlina Refugee Development Organlzation
takes no profit for itself. Any margin'of proflit accrues

to & fund of reserve capltal belonging and available to

the workers. - |

Items avallable through this source include:

beadwork, rattanware, palnting and embroldery work. Even

9
3 Ibid., p. 2.
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though the Hong Kong government helps to provide employment
opportuni ties for refugees, directly and indirectly; and
almost all the major voluntary relief agencies provide
refugee handicraft assistance, even so, the great refugee

need in Hong Kong leaves room for much more to be done.
The China Refugee Development Organization, not connected
with any one particular church agency but rather working in
cooperation with many of them, has sought to bridge the gap
of refugee unemployment in the handicraft field.

The Cp@na Refugeg Development Organization arranges
for the training of refugees in handicrafts. An advlsory

body investigates the meeds of markets and provides

guidance concerning the kind of work to be undertaken.

‘. ‘he organization seeks all possible support, locally and
40

abroad, 1n establishing regular markets.

LLOChina Refuges International Councll, Chinese Hands
(Hong Kong: China Refugee International Council, no date),

pp. 8=1l.



CHAPTER V

MARKETING OF HONG KONG REFUGEE HANDICRAFTS

As the various church related self help
handicrafﬁ projects becam@ productive, it was necessary
to help the craftsmen find markets for thelr goods. Too
often a craftsman may be an expert in his art and skill

of hand weaving, wood carving or art work, but have very

1ittle if no idea of how to mérket or sell his handicraft

products. | '
Likewlse, those engaged 1h welf;re act;vities

have sometimes encouraged refugees to produce arts and

crafts, without actually knowing how to sell them. In
this regard, Constantin C. Vlachopoulos, the Public

Information Offlicer for Non-Governmental Organizations at
the United Nations Relief and Works Agecny headquarters

in Be}trut, Lebanon, has stated that there is a great need
to find well tralned experts who can assist in the
mgrketing of refugee handicrafts. While talking with

him in his Lebanon office he further stated that a

‘consul tant had been employed to help market Arab refugee
handicrafts, but that this had been a fallure diie to the
lack of an adequate over all knowledge of the international

handicraft market. It 1s unfortunate when refugees are
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faced with such setbacks in their qfforts'to become self

-

supporting.

In most cases, the refugee craftsmen have rélied
upon mission staff personnel to serve as thelr marketing
agents in Hohg Kong. Many things have been done over the
years by missionaries and others to promote the exhibit
and sale of Chinese refugee crafts. One very successful
venture has been the Welfare Handlerafts Shop.

Welfare Handlcrafts Shop. Perhaps one of the most

noteworthy community prd&ects of the Hong Kong Council of
Soclal Service 1s the Welfare Handicrafts Shop in Kowldon,
Hong Kong. There are seventy-five different organizations
that supply refugee handicrafts for the Welfare Handicrafts
Shop. Included in the list are the-following: the Blind
. of the Canossa Workshop, China Refugee Development
Organization, Christian Mission to Buddhist Monks, Church
World Serviée, Hong Kong Rea Croés, Lufheran World Service,
Maryknoll Refugee Center, Rennle's Mill Camp- Haven of
Hope Sanatorium, fhe Salvation Army, Unlted Presbyterian
Industrial Projects, and Wesley v111age Production
Company. One can see from thls list that the shop serves
all refugee welfare handicraft agencles in Hong Kong. It
is an inter~fatih endeavor.

Many of these welfare agencies depend upon the

Welfare Handicrafts Shop for the sale of thelr handicrafts.
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The shop 1s non-profit making. All proceeds, w;th the
exception of a very small margin to cover overhead expenses,
go directly to the ﬁeople supplying the goods. The shop
provides a permanent marketing center for welfare
organizaéions in thé Colony under whose auspices many
underprivileged and physically handicapped people produce
all types of handiicrafts. These goods are well made and
of fine quality. The shop has recently been completely
redecorated and considerably expanded. It 1s located in

a place where many people pass each day, near the post

office, rall road station and ferry landing.

Handlcrdfts that are avallable at the shop include:
brocade jewelry boxes, Bhina dishes, Chinese dolls,
~embroldered and beaded sweaters, pajamas, robds, dresses,
'scrolls, metal wall plctures, and a wide variety of soft
toys. In 1963, the shop exhiblted goods In the Welfare
Crgfts Booth of the Hong Kong Street in the Ideal Home
Exhibit in London. Thls was a very popular booth and
gave an excellent opportunity to distribute 1nformative

L1

material about the work of the shop.-

IT. MISSION VILLAGE HANDICRAFTS

As a High School and College student the author had

the ambition of working in a fleld which would be of some

ulHong Kong Council of Social Service, op. cit., 5, 10-
11, 29,
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service to the less fortunate of the worlde It was.while
preparing for the Methodist ministry and serving as a
Student Pastor at Pavillion, Wyohming, the writer conceived
the 1dea of providing a marketing service for Church
sﬁonsored mission handicerafts. One of the first projects
was a hand weaving endeavor in Guatemala. The céngregation
at Pavillion needed new altar cloths, so an order was
placed with the mission weavers of the Primitive Methodist
Church 1n Guatemala. The people at Pavillion were greatly
impressed with the results. Soon afterwards a plan for
Mission Village Handicrafts was under way. |

For many years missionaries have provided self help
technlcal assistande in the field of agriculture. This
has helped people living in underdeveloped areas raise
their standard of living. The mission village handicraft
program was begun in 1957 with the same objective in mind.
While a large per cent of the population of underdeveigpgd
reglons are engaged in farming, this 1is often'seaébﬁﬁi
employment. Many of these people have skills in arts and
crafﬁs, but'lacking markets live in poverty.

Together with my father, Mr. R.E. Clements, and
missionaries iIn Guatemala a plan was formulated. Mr. Clements,
an 1mpqrtpr of hand woven Guatemalan fabrics for fifteen
years and with a knowledge of Unitgd.States retatil

markets, placed orders with mission weavers assisted by
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Presb&terian missinary, Dr. Paul Burgus. Soon
distinctively patterned skirt lenghts hand woven in
Guatemala were being sold in U.S. department stores and
at church fairs and bazaars.

From the outset, this mission village handicraft
program had inter-falth as well as international
.implications. On an around the world trip, Mr.‘Clements met

refugees and other needy people seeking markets for thelr

handicraft skllls. At a refugee camp in Jordan he found
Intricately carved mother-of-pearl jewelry; in Halti,
gleaming . mahogany figurines made by the blind at a
Salvatioh Army center; in Japan, charming coétume dolls
made by A-bomb victims aided by Church World Service.

Moving from the Methodist Church at Pavillion,
Wyoming to the Sag Harbor, New York, Methodist Church the
author enlisted the help of Presbyterian and Episcopal
local pastors and laymen to launch Misslion Village, a
éhop selling these imported items from refugee and mission
centers. More than one hundred women volunteered to staff
the store, the first of its kind in Ame.yricauh2

The purpose of Mission Village Handicrafts 1s not
to do things for other peoble, but to help them do things

for themselves. It serves as a marketing agency for

uzﬂaymond E. Clements, "A Helping Hand for Self-Help,"
in Together (Nashville: Vol. VI, No. 2, February 1962), pp.
S T7=-79. 4
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handicrafts made by refugees and other needy people around
the world. While missionaries and overseas welfars
workors'wish to encourage refugées to develop their hand
craft skills, they do need help with styling, pricing, and
finding markets., Mr. R.E. Clements serves as a consultant
in this regard. The misslon handleraft program, under his
direction, 1s operated oﬁ a non-prdfit basis. It is also
non-secretariah, since crafts made by people of all falths
ape marketed by Mission Village Handicrafts.

Mission Village Markets Hong Kong Crafts. Mission

Village Handicrgfts has sought to serve as a marketing and

consulting agency for the various church related handicraft
centers in Hong Kong. In addition, it has placed orders
for craf’'ts produced at these centers. While in Hong Kong
in the month of July 1963, the writer assisted in a special
malling for Mission Village Handiecrafts to the Presidents
of women's groﬁps of Protestant Churches in the United
States. This special maliling was sent to ten thousand
women on a select malling list. - It suggested that church
groups‘include an exhiblt and sale of Chinese refugee

handicrafts at thelr bazaars, fairs or misslon‘festivals or

study units. The response to this mailling was very
effective and has stimulated the reorder of refugee crafts

made in Hong Kong.,

Another way in which mlission village has assisted



refugee craftsmen in Hong Kong has been in the styling

advice rendered. For instance, 1t has suggested that the

Wesley Village Production Company include an extra large
size In 1ts production of pajamas, robes, and blouses.
Thls Innovation has resulted in an increase in the sale
of these l1tems in the United States, since men and women
here are on an average of a larger bady bulld than the

‘Chinese.

Every l1tem that 1s made by a refugee craftsman in

Hong Kong 1s not saleable in the United States. Some items

might soon become "dust collectors" on the shelf of an
American department store. Mission Village Handicrafts

has provided some direction in the produc tlon of refugee
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handicrafts so that items will not become "dust collectors."

By experiehce, 1t has been found that the refugee crafts
mast be sold .on the merit of their fine craftsmanship,
rather than on an appeal based on charity. In order to

compete on the American market, as well as on the
international market, refugee handicrafts from Hong Kong
need to be of top quality and reasonably priced.

One of the new ways in which Mission Village has
marketed Chinese refugee handicrafts has been at Fashion
Shdws held by women in local churches. Wearing apparel
featuring Chinese fashions made by refugees has been
exhibited and displayed. Results in from the first such
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fashlon show held at Cedar Falls, Iowa report that sales

were $633.00. At a recent fashion show held at the Lake-
wood Methodist Church, Lakewood, Colorado a total of H
$1,200.00 refugee mission crafts were sold. This is a

sample of what may be done in the future.

A dynamic method of promoting international and
inter-faith relations has been developed by Mission Village
Handicrafts in(pringing to this country native craftsmen
who have demonstrated thelr skills of arts and crafts in
churches and department stores across the land. This has
been done with hand weavers from Guatemala and Germany.,Plaps
are being made to do the same with craftsmen from Hong Kong
and Jordan. In this way, Mission Village promotes cross
cultural understanding. | |

At pfesent, Migsion Village Handicrafts operates a
gift shop at Ocean Grove, New Jersey and has an office at

Freeport, New York.

IIT. SALES EXCHANGE FOR REFUGEE REHABILITATION VOCATIONS

The Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation:
Vocatlions program conducted by the Brethren Service
Commission with the cooperation of Church World Service,
wagd initiated in the fall of 1960 after a lengthy perilod
of exploration and study. Thls program 1ls designed to

provide a market in the United States for saleable



merchandise produced by refugees and in church related
institutions overseas. With éapital provided by Church
Wofld Service, thls enterprise wés originally designed to
sekl these goods to department stores and through other
retail outlets.""3 Since the merchandise conslagts of
vhandicrafts which are not mass produced, there has hot
been a department store market for these 1 tems.
Merchandise 1s sold through an intermediary firm, The
International Gift‘Shop, so that neither the Brethren
Service Center nor Church World Service are seliing
goods commercially.

The International Gift Shop is administered by the
Bre thren Service Commission and has sales offices in the
Church World Service Centers at New Windsor, Maryland;
Nappanee, Indlana; and at Modesto, Cﬁlifornia. The Sales
Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation Vocations headquarters
1s located @t;§h§‘ﬁéw Windsor center. Mr. Ray Kyle serves
as the director. The International Gift Shop provides a
sales exchange to a particular type of customer; a person
who 1s sympathetically Interested in the welfare of the
people who produce the handicrafts. Each purchase
directly assists those who produce the handicrafts, since
the glft shop 1s a non-profit operation, only import duty;

ocean frelght, and similar‘dosts are added to the selling

h3Church World Service, "Sales Exchange for Refugee
Rehabilitation Vocations," in Church World Service Annial
Report 1960 (New York: Church World Service, 1960), p. 63.

57
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"price. The Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabllitation

Vocations program 1s designed to be self sustaining, .
although 1n its early staées"financial nur turing by Church
World Service has been required.

| Although the International Gift Shop is essentially

a rehabllitation program, it 1s necessary that all articles

be saleable so as to maintain the revolving fund from which-
purchases are made. For this reason all articles sold by
the gift shop are of excellent quality and workmanship.
Another outlet 1s the Brethren Service Center gift
parcel project, whereby church groups may purchase
representative merchandise for resale at chufch falrs,
bazaars and other functions. For those interested in

promoting the sale and exhibit of these glft shop handicrafts
the following suggestlons are made:

1. Plan a School of Missions on International Relations and
have a sales-exhiblt of International Gift Shop articles.
Orders can be placed by visiting one of the sales
offices, or orders for self help gift parcels can be
made by mail. _ .

2. Plan a "World's Fair" and invite the community to attend.
-Sell and take orders for articles from your display of
self help gift parcels. Show audlo-visuals related to
various areas where articles are made. Serve simple
refreshments, or a supper of Chlnese food or the like.
To this add ideas of your own. All of these together
combine to make an lmpressive affair,

3+ Appolnt some member of your group to be the local gift
shop representative. Thlis person could take orders the
year round and encourage people to purchase birthday,
aniversary %1fts from the International Gift Shop. This
person might arrange for sales-displays at church suppers
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and simlilar functions.

To understand how these glfts serve less privileged
people, by encouraging rehabllitation through the use and
development of thelr skllls, an explanatory leaflet 1is
enclosed in each self help gift paFcel. It 1is necessary
that all self help gift parcels be purchased and paild
within thirty days after the parcel 1s recelved.

The Hong Kong Parcel contains articles supplied
by the China Refugee Development Organization. The total
value of the articles in the parcel ranges from twenty=-
five to seventy-five dollars. More than forty differént
handicraft 1tems are avallable from Hong Kong refugee
workshops, therefore, it is possible to order parcels
ﬁithout duplication ofvitems.

Other self help gift ﬁarcels that are avallable

from the International Gift Shop include: the Ecuador
parcel, the Jordan parcel, and the Many Lands parcel,
Advanced payment 1s made to overseas workshops for the hand

crafts on sale at the International Gift Shops.

Brethren Service Commission, Self Help Gift Parcels
(New Windsor, Maryland: Brethren Service Commission, no date),

PPe 2=T.




CHAPTER VI

THE INTERNA TIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF CHURCH RELATED RELIEF
AND REHABILITATION IN HONG KONG

Hong Kong has special international significance
and iﬁﬁortanée because 1t 1s a meeting place of East and
West. The history of the Colony represents Q record of
how two very different races and completely different
civilizations made contact, learned to respect, to
understand, and to cooperate with each other. Hong Kong
is one of the very few remaining areas where Chinese and
Western Europeans are 1n daily contact with each other.

In the story of Hong Kong can be seen the development of
International trade, the spread of Western Ideas, the

growth of population, a haven for refugees, the development

of 1lndustry, and the peaceful amalgamation of different
cultures and traditions. As L. Stumpf has pointed out,

in many ways Hong Kong has an importance which is out.of

LS

proportion of its geographical area.

The .problems faced by Hong Kong refugees represents
one segment of a world wide dilemma. The refugees of Hong
Kong are symbolic of the more than 17,500,000 homoleés and

displaced who are struggling just to exist in the disturbed

usStumpf, ope cite, pPe 2.
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areas of the world today. Can we imagine the entire
population of New York State, including the great
me tropolitan area of New York City, wlthout permanent
housing and in desperate need of food,'ﬁedicines, and
employment ? To overcome this type of a situation in
Hong Kong, churches and other welfare agencies are working
together to give refugees in need a helping hand.
| Hong Kong 1s unique, not-just because it 1s a
meeting place between East and West, but also'becausg it
serves as an outstandling example of 1nfernationa1
teamwork in dealing with refugee relief and rehabilitation
problems. When one considers the complexities of the
refugee problem in Hong Kong it might be asked: has there
Been any progress shown in trying%po overcome such
tremendous needs ? The wrlter feels it can.be concluded
that there have deen many forward steps taken to assist
the refugee iIn Hong Kong find food, sheltér, clothing,
medical aid and employment. However, this has been
accomplished not by one single organization working
independently, but rather 1t is the results of both
internétional and inter-falth cooperation and teamwork.

As Mr., Felix Schnyder, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, has suggested experience.shﬁws that no

refugee problem, however massive or difficult, is insoluble
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and can in fact resist the combined will of the international
community and the governments concerned.h'6

Church related relief and welfare agencies have
worked together.in close cooperation in Hong Kong. It 1s
difficult to find elsewhere such a fine spirlt of inter=-
falth teaﬁwork. The Hong Kong Council of Soclal SerVice
i1s but only one}example of the many ventures éf
international church cooperation. Both Protestant and
Catholic as well as non-Christian leaders and workers
are pooldng thelr financial resources and talents in this
endeavor. Most of the church related relief and rehabill tation
agencles in Hong Kong recelve financlal aid, supplles, and
staff members from the "sending" churches in America,
. England, and other countries around the world. In this
way, the members of churches in America and elsewhere
become informed about welfare activitles in Hong Kong.

Each year churches in the United States cooperate
together in “One Great Hour of Sharing." The date for
this observance this year was March 8, 196&. On this
occasion special attention 1s given to urgent world wide
needs which confront the church, such aé church rela ted
rellef and rehabilitati§n programs in Hong Kong. In

addition, refugee needs in Hong Kong become an international

-

A uéUnited Nations High Commission for Refugees, op. cit.,
Pe 32. ' )
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concern as individuals and denominations support the work

of thelr church overseas.

In fhese and many other ways, church related relief
anrd rehﬁbilitation takes on lnternational and inter=-faith
significance. If all the stafif members of Church welfare
agencies>1n Hong Kong were assembled at the same time,
one would be amazed how much this group would represent a
meeting of United Nations delegates in minlature. The
staff members for church welfare agencies in Hong Kong
have been recrulted from around the world. Before they
have taken thelr assignments they have recelved special
training ahd.preparation so that they may be able to be
effective members of an international team.

The role of church welfare agencies 1n promoting
international reiations 1s further extended by self help
handleraft projects 1n Hong Konge. Thcse.who admire and
purchase arts and crafts made by refugses in Hong Kong
directly assist them in thelr effort to become self
supporting members of society. A helping hand for self
help is thereby extended from Hong Kong to people around
the world. The International sale of refugee handicrafts

helps to promote international peace and understanding.



CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSIONS

Although'Chinese refugees have a willingness to

learn and work, what they require is a small amount of
capltal, tools, materials, and a market for their products.

In addition, they need some guldance and understanding.
Home industry, a small workshop, dr a small trade 1s the
only opening for many thodéands.

What can be more hurting to the dignity of a
person than the loss of the opportunlity to be himself, to
use hls own abilities and talents, to work out his own:
problems, or at least have a hand in shaping the
economic 1life of his family ? This study has endeavored
to show how church related welfare agencles in Hong Kong
have provided a helping hand for refugee self help.
Church related organizations have estdblished vocational
training‘centers and marketing programs which have
enabled the Chinese refﬁgee to develop and‘use his

“handicraft skills and talents. The church has responded
to the needs of refugees in Hong Kong by not only

ministering to the spiritual needs of these people, but

also by ministering to thelr economic and soclal needs as
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welle The church has been concerned about the welfare of
the "whole" man,

éhis thesis has also revealed that with the growth
of soclal services, Hong Kong has an increasing need for
trained soclal workers. Hong Kong University tralns some,
the»Government's Soclal Welfare Department others, but not
enough. Chung Chi College and‘the Baptist College also have
training programs in social work. Churches are concerned l
and add an invaluable element. Professional standards are
needed. Refugees need to feel that the strange new
.8oclety they have entered recognizes that they have a
contribution to make. The lsolated refugee needs a sense
of csmmunity, of belonging, as much as he needs food or

work.

- By providing a helping hand for self help in Hong
Kong, the churches have not only preached brotherhood and
Inter-falth cooperation, but also havs practicsd

lbrotherhood and Inter-faith cooperation. The elevation

of hisery, famine, nakedness, homelessness, sickness, and

unemployment has been the result of both inter-faith as

well as International teamwork. Men and women from all
corners of the world are working side by side in an effort
to be of service to those in need in Hong Konge Both

Protestants and Roman Catholics, as well as men and women

of all faiths and racial backgrounds, are pooling their
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resources to cope wlth the problems that exist in the Colony.
In addition, ministering to the needs of refugees in Hong
Kong serves as an outstanding example .of how church related
agencles, governmental agencies, United Nations agencies,
and non-governmental agencles are working in close
cooperation.

Wlthough the main body of this thesls has delt with

the challenge of providing refugee relief and rehabilitatiom

programs in Hong Kong, church related self help handlcraft
programs serve the needs of needy people around the world
aslwell. Two projects in Central: Ameriba deserve
mentioning. One 1s that of the Salvation Army wood work
project 1n Haiti, while the other is the hand weaving
proje;t’sponsored'by the Primitive Methodist and Presbyterian
| Churches in Guatemala. |
‘ In the summer of 1962 the author visited Haiti with
the sole purpose of surveying self help handiecraft progréma.
One outstanding program 1s conducted by the Salvation Army
for the blind and handlecapped. Mahogany and taverheau
wooden bowls, dishes, plates, cups, and other 1tems are

beautifully made by the workers in this center. Unskilled
men are taught this fine art and craft, providing them

with gainful employment. The 1tems produced at this center
are séld locally to tourists and in the United States by
the Salvation Army, the International Gift Shop and Mission
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Village Handlcrafits. Other-handicrgft projects are

desperately needed in Haiti. Although the number helped

by the Salvation Army wood workshop is very small, it
does give an indication of what might be done on a

larger scale.

Centurles before the white man first set foot on
the new world,Apeoples of the ancient Mayan civilization
had developed infinite skill in the craft of weaving by
hand the most intricate patterns in exqulsite colorings.
One country where this craft has managed to be kept alive
1s Guatemala. The author, having visited and inspected
the handlcrafts of this land, can appreclate why the
hand weaving done there is claiméd to be of the finest
i1n the world. Today, in the highlands of Guatemala, a
group of Mayan decendents assoclated with the Presbytérian

Church at Salcaja are carrylng on this ancient craft of

their ancestors. Hopeful of bettering the living
standards of their families and to help their church,

they are busily engaged in hand weaving skirt lengths
which capture not only the skill, but also some of the
spifit of thelr people's glorious past. In order to
promote an interest in these hand woven fabrics, Mlssion
Village Handlcrafts has sponsored the visit of four native

weavers from Guatemala to the United States. While on

tour across our country, they demonstrated their art and
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skill both at department stores and churches. Two such

hand weavers that visited America were Filomena and Julla
Puac, from the village of San Cristobal de Totonicapan.
These ambassadors of good will, in their own way, helped
to bridge the gap of cross cultural understanding between
Guaﬁemala and the United States. ‘Everywhere they went

they were warmly welcomed and people showed a keen "
Interest 1n their fine hand weaving abillties.

Like in Hong Kong, relief assistance in Nepal for
Tibetan refugees is an outstanding examplé of the
Importance of international teamwork. At the Tibetan
refugeé center outside of Katmandu, Austrian, Swiss and
American staff members form a team sponsored by the

International Red Cross. The author visited this center
in July 1963 and was greatly impressed with the high

quality of craftsmanship under production. Items
produced include fine hand made wool rugs, Elankets,
Jackets, bags and wall hangings. The English speaking
Protestant Church of Katmandu has taken a particular
Iinterest in promoting the work of this'refugee handicraft
center. In ad@ilition, Mlission Village Handicrafts is
displaying and selling tge'products of this center in the
United States.

Another example of international and inter-agency

teamwork is the technlcal asslistanee which is being
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provided the Indians that live at the high altitudes in the

Andes of Bolivia, Ecuador, and Peru. “The governments of

three countries together with the "Evangelica" missionaries

and certain specialized United Nations agencies, are

working together to improve the health, nutritution,

housing, education, and working conditions of the people
in the altiplano and to 1ntegrdte them more closely into

the economic and soclal life of their countries.

The éhurch i1s concerned that young people become
vocationally trained for work in oécupations of gainful
employment not only in Hong Korng, but also in other areas
around the world. Visiting in India, at a Methodist
School in Agra, the author was impressed by the fact that
classes were being taught in arts and crafts as part of
the regular curriculum. The training of young people at
such schools will greatly assist them in finding employment
upon graduation.

The rural village program known as "Schools for

Christian Living" serves as a good example of how the

mission of the church has been concerned in India not only
‘with the spiritual.needs of the people, but also concerned
about their physical needs. In Gangapar, Indila, for instancg
Prabhu Dayal and his wife have set up a "School for

Christian Living." At this school villagers are taught
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how to read, write, and how to keep away slckness, |
poverty, and lndebtedness, as well as how to conduct
thelr own woréhip services. More and more on the mission
field 1t is belng realized that occagsional or even
regular worship servlices are not enough. Whether 1t be
in Hong Kong, Haiti, Guatemala, or India better and more
hyglenlc conditions of living have to be taught. Child
care training needs to be introduced. Above all people
need to find employment or some form of supplementary
income. New methods of agriculture must be found. New
seeds must be introduced. A helping hand for self help
must be extended. Hidden and latent skllls in arts and
crafts need fo.be discovered and_developed.

The handicrafts made by refugees in Hong Kong,
India, Nepal, Jordan,iand £y other needy people around
the world are belng produced, marketed and sold and
admired by people in other lands. Tﬁ.admire the
handicraft of a people 1s to express appreéiation of that
people..;. and a willingness to accept cultural differences
%ithout severe judgements; thus, another thread 1s added
to the fabric éf peace with which to unite mankind,

The fine spirit of inter=falth and international
cooperation that exists in the production, exhibit and
sale o? refugee crafts made in Hong Kong and in other

lands mentioned above, may soon develop and flourish in
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other areas where relief and rehabilitation are urgently
needed. In this manner, a helping hand for self help
will be extended and we will no longer be doing things

for other people, but rather helping them to do things

for themselves,
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A Guatemalan Indian girl's deft hands bring the skills of generations to vivid life.

A Helping Hand for Self—Help

L i gy

Sag Harbor shoppers find distinctive gifts
from many nations at the little shop.

.VI-SITING missionary friends in Guatemala in 1954, Ray
Clements, Jr., marveled at the beautiful textiles woven on primi-
tive hand looms by the Indians, The son of a Long Island im-
porter, he knew such fabrics commanded good prices in the U.S.
But the weavers, lacking markets, lived in poverty.

Appalled by the misery of people of such obvious capability
and energy, the young pretheology student began to formulate a
plan: working with the missionaries, he and his father could
import the fabrics, sell them, and return profits to Guatemala.
Back home, he sold his father on the idea, and soon they had a
sample shipment of distinctively patterned -skirt lengths, De-
lighted women bought them up and clamored for more. In

Together / February 1962




Guatemala, 300 happy weavers bent over their looms to keep pace
with the unprecedented demand for their products,

By 1959, when Ray, Jr., became pastor of Sag Harbor Methodist
Church on Long Island’s east tip, the Clementses were ready to
branch out. On a round-the-world trip, Ray, Sr., visited mission-

+ aries of many denominations in 20 countries. At a refugee camp
in Jordan, he found intricately carved mother-of-pearl jewelry;
in Haiti, gleaming mahogany figurines; in Japan, charming cos-
tume dolls made by A-bomb victims.

Armed with these and other samples, he approached buyers of
major U.S. department stores. Several responded with orders, and
reorders followed. In Sag Harbor, Ray, Jr., enlisted the help of
Presbyterian and Episcopal pastors to launch Mission Village, a
shop selling the imported items at retail. More than 100 women
volunteered to staff the store.

Now associate pastor of Linthicum Heights Methodist Church
in Maryland, Ray, Jr., has started part-time studies at American
University’s school of international service. Eventually, Ray, Jr.,
hopes to devote full time to importing while Ray, Sr., de-
velops new sales outlets scattered across the United States.

Mission Village sales bolster the meager
earnings of refugees like Mr. Yuan.

At a Protestant center in Hong Kong, Grandmother Chen combines baby-sitting and embroidery of pincushions for U.S. sales.

February 1962\ Together . 79
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Wesley Village in Hong Kong will provide housing
for refugee families.

Wien destitute ref ugees swarmed by the thou-
sands into Hong Kong after World War 11, the

church went into action. Methodists in the United

States provided money directly and through the
M.C.O.R. British and Chinese joined in the resettle-
ment program. The result: Wesley Village. -

Land for the project was leased from the
Chinese government. Residents were drawn from
government lists of refugees displaced either by

fire or forced to move because of land clearance.

It took two years to clear land and begin construc-
tion. The first families moved in in-April, 1955.

The houses are made of cement blocks with cor-
rugated metal roofs. The Village can accommodate
about 500 persons and each family pays a modest
rent to make the Village self-supporting., Located
nearby are Methodist churches with which a close
relationship is possible.

Democracy is a principle of procedure in Wesley
Village. Each ten families choose a representative.
From the fifty representatives, an official mayor
emerges. There are separate committees to care
for health, building maintenance, and other com-
munity problems. :
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Most refugees live in a collection of shacks
. such as these.

The spiritual needs of these residents are given

To maintain this unique and strategic enter-
constant attention, also. Moses Lee, a theological prise the following gifts are needed:
student, has been assigned to the Village as an -
evangelistic worker. A duplex cottage is being 1.7 °Grants to rehabilitate families resettled
used temporarily for church services until the pro- in this project. 10 gifts of  $100
posed religious and social center is built. Special _
religious, classes are being held for children under 2. Partial support of Wesley Village pastor,
Mr. Lee’s supervision. the balance of his support raised locally.
Wesley Village has become one of the most dis- 15 giftsof $ 50
tinctive projects of its kind. It is far more than a .
place of better shelter, clean air, and sanitation. 3. Wesley Village Community Center
It has become a unique Society with a radiating {a) Equipment needed. 20 giftsof $ 50
Christian spirit. It is a growing nucleus for whole- (b) Maintenance of program. 10 gifts of $ 25
some citizenship in the Free World.
4. Other maintenance 40 giftsof $ 50

Advance Special credit will be given to your
church, district, and conference as directed. Gifts
may be sent direct to the Treasurer, Division of
World Missions, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11,

N. ¥, or through your conference treasurer.

Copies of this leaflet and of other missionary literature
may be secured on request from

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

Joint Section of Education and Publication
Board of Missions of the Methodist Church

150 Fifth Avenue + New York 11, N. Y. SB4W-1.57.5M

221-0500-01-61/57-1A



